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Newsletter – 22nd September 2023 
 

This half-term’s value is Generosity 
 
Headteacher’s Message 
Dear families, 
 
Well autumn is definitely here, my absolute favourite season of the year. The temperatures have 
dropped and the summer sandals have been put away! The summer holidays are starting to feel like a 
distant memory as we focus on learning new skills and developing confidence and resilience in learning 
and growing together. 
 
It’s been a very busy week in the life of All Saints, enrichment activities are being planned, visitors have 
been in and prospective parents looking round. 
 
We also saw the opening of our ‘Little Nestlings’ stay and play sessions. It was lovely to see lots of brand 
new faces to All Saints, toddlers and adults alike. Thanks needs to go to Mrs D’Arcy for taking this on 
and making it so much fun this week. 
 
Mrs Gardiner, our PE lead, dropped in to lead staff training and refining our vision for PE around our 
mission to “live life in all its fullness” (John 10:10).  She also booked in our first enrichment day of the year 
which falls next Friday and is a confidence building workshop called The Greatest Showman! It sounds 
like lots of fun and coincides beautifully with our ‘Happy clothes Day!’ So children can come to school 
dressed in whatever makes them happy whilst taking part in a fabulous day of confidence building 
activities. (More details to follow next week on Dojo). 
 
We are continuing to develop our safeguarding practices at school and are in the process of training 
staff to move to our electronic system. Not only will it make monitoring and reporting more 
manageable but will also mean we can add accidents and behaviour logs to it to streamline all of our 
records. Myself and Mrs Mayhew will be attending the Staffordshire Safeguarding Conference next 
Friday to continue to develop our knowledge and good practice. 
 
Our new value this half term is Generosity and we are continuing to explore what this means to us here 
at All Saints. 
 
Wishing you are wonderful, autumnal weekend. 
Best wishes 
Mrs Scott 
 
 



Prayer for the Week 
 

Dear Lord, 
 

we receive so much from you 
and therefore have much to give. 

Help us to share in the blessings of giving 
as well as the happiness of receiving 

that your love may be widely, shared through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Amen. 
 

Worship 
In our church worship this week, we were exploring our value of generosity. 
 
Mrs Scott posed the question- “Is it being generous if we only share the things 
we don’t want?” 
 
The children were undecided as they agreed that we should share everything 
if we want to be fair. But they also reasoned that it was ok to pass on things 

we don’t want or need anymore and this can still be considered generous. 
 
It’s definitely made Mrs Scott feel guilty about only ever sharing yellow, green and yellow jelly babies 
and never sharing out the purple or red ones in her household!! 
 
Are you generous with your favourite things? 
 

 
 
Below are the details for the exciting topics that each class will be studying this half term. 

 
Sparrows 
This half term, Sparrows are being Geographers. We have started by looking at our 
place in the world and our location in Bednall. We will then be learning simple map 
skills before moving on to comparing Bednall to our closest town of Stafford. We will 
be going on another field trip to the town and really build up a solid understanding of 
how villages and towns are different whilst developing our map skills. 
 

In Science, Sparrows are continuing to observe and describe how and what plants need to grow. They 
are doing this through their Wildlife Wednesday sessions with Mr Honman. 
 
In Design Technology we are really focusing on achieving a planned effect with a variety of materials 
and developing a wide range of skills. We are building up to making our own loom fish. 
 
We have started our new Computing unit using Purple Mash. We have already learnt how to login and 
design our own avatar. We will moving on to learn about online safety. 
 
In Music we are completing the Charanga unit ‘Hands Feet, heart’ and this has a South African focus. 
 
In RSE Sparrows are focusing on relationships, making friends and managing secrets. 
 
In PE we are currently taking part in two different units- Yoga and ball skills, they will need full 
tracksuits and trainers please as the weather is getting colder. 



Our RE this half term is ‘God’ - we are learning what God is like through the Bible stories of The Lost 
Son and Jonah and the Whale. 
 
In English this term we are focusing on the text ‘Wild’ this is a beautifully illustrated book about a little 
girl who is born in nature, she is taught to talk by birds, to eat by bears and to play by foxes. We have 
already started the term by writing a description of the little girl, with Year 2 being challenged to use 
adjectives and conjunctions in their sentences. Throughout the remainder of the term the Year 1 focus is 
to sequence sentences and the Year 2 focus is to create compound sentences. 
 
In Maths, Year 1 are looking at numbers up to 10 and then moving on to addition and subtraction as 
the term goes on. Year 2 are learning to understand numbers up to 100 and then moving on to 
addition and subtraction as well. 
 
Within our phonics lessons we are learning new sounds every week, the guided reading books the 
Sparrows bring home at the end of each week will link to the sounds we have been learning. The pupils 
work together in groups during guided reading as this helps with their communication and language. 
 

Doves 
In English, we will be reading ‘The Vanishing Rainforest’ by Richard Platt. We will be 
learning to write expanded noun phrases and compound sentences before writing a 
non-chronological report on deforestation. 
  
In Maths, we will be learning about the place value of 3 and 4 digit numbers. We will 
be partitioning, estimating and ordering before moving on to addition and 

subtraction. We will continue to use Numbots and Timestable Rockstars to sharpen our recall skills.  
 
 Our topic this half term is 'Save the Rainforest' and has a geography focus. Whilst exploring some of the 
conservation issues surrounding the destruction of rainforest habitats, we will take a closer look at the 
mysteries of tropical rainforests - from the layers of the forest and its animal inhabitants, to the unique 
climate found in the tropics. 
  
For Science, we will be exploring a variety of ways to identify, sort, group and classify living things. We'll 
learn how animals are split into 'vertebrates' and 'invertebrates' and begin to consider the differences 
between living things within these classifications.  
  
During our Art sessions, we will be studying the vibrant artwork of Nick Gustafson and the wonderful 
rainforest compositions he has produced. We will be using oil pastels to blend a mixture of hot and cold 
colours to produce some eye-catching rainforest creatures.  
  
In Music lessons, our learning will be based around Abba and their famous hit 'Mamma Mia!'. The 
children will be singing, playing, improvising and composing and listening to some other famous Abba 
classics! 
  
For RSE, we will be learning about building positive friendships, including communicating respectfully 
and safely with friends online.  
  
In RE, we will be learning about the Holy Trinity and how this represents what Christians believe about 
God. We will also be marking Harvest festival in school and thinking about our value of Generosity.  
  
In Computing, we will be completing our first every computing unit on Purple Mash which is brand new 
to All Saints this academic year. More information on how this can be used to support your child's 
learning in school and at home to follow soon! 
  
For PE, we will become gymnasts. We will be visiting the community centre every Tuesday afternoon - 
remember to come to school in your PE kits!  
  
Our French unit this half term is On y va! (All aboard!). The children will learn days of the week and 
some phrases relating to transport and weather. 
 



Eagles 
Our Autumn 1 topic is “Our Resourceful World.”  
 
In English & guided reading our chosen text is Cogheart by Peter Bunzl. Our fictional 
writing focus will be adventure stories and our non-fiction writing outcome will be 
explanation texts (we will link this to Our Resourceful World topic.) Our Grammar 
lessons will provide children with the development of skills to implement within their 

writing such as: expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials, parenthesis etc… 
 
In Maths Year 5 will be learning about place value, addition and subtraction and multiplication and 
division.  Year 6 will be learning about place value, four operations and converting units. 
 
In Geography we will be focusing on “Our Resourceful World” including: What do we need? Where does 
power come from? Renewable and non-renewable resources, where our food comes from, sustainability 
and protecting our energy. 
 
Our focus in Science this half term is Animals including humans: (nutrition, human development and 
circulation.) Within this topic we will learn about the human life stages, keeping a healthy body and 
heart and creating a lifestyle for longevity. 
 
In Design and Technology, linking to “Our Resourceful world”, we will spend the weeks planning a 
sustainable meal which we will make at the end of the unit. In the lead up to this, we will look at local 
farming, seasonality and how our food choices can impact the environment. 
 
In our computing lessons we will be splitting the half term into two units (E-safety) and (Coding.) 
During our E-safety unit, we will recap: keeping safe online, protecting privacy, siting sources and 
reliability before moving onto our coding unit. 
 
In PE, Tuesdays we will be playing tag rugby and on Thursdays we will play tennis. 
Please can Eagles children come to school wearing PE kit on these days. Please take into consideration 
that as the months get colder, the children will need a coat/something warm to wear as our sessions will 
take place outdoors at school. 
 
Our RSE topic this Autumn is based on relationships including: attraction to others, friendship, civil 
partnership and marriage. 
 
For Music, the class will take part in weekly ukulele lessons on a Tuesday afternoon. 
 
In RE our topic is: What does it mean if God is Holy and loving? 
 

This week we had a Geography focus for our 
Wildlife Wednesday! We learned about 
Swallows and why we might see flocks of 
them congregating on wires at this time of 
the year - preparing for their long migration 
to South Africa! We mapped their (6 week 

long) route and through a couple of games, learned what these insectivores enjoy 
snacking on and about some of the hazards they may face along the way! To 
finish off, we made paper swallows - with each child managing to fly their 
Swallow all the way to Africa! 



We had a wonderful opening session for our new ‘Stay 
and Play’ session on Wednesday!  
 
 
It was lovely to see so many toddlers in the Aviary and 
lots of happy parents and carers. 
 
 
A huge thank you to Mrs D’Arcy for taking the lead on 
this. 
 
 
If you have a little one or know of any other little ones 
that may be interested- please spread the word! 
 
 
 
 

 
School Field 
Our plans for a fabulous outdoor classroom on the school field are in their final 
stages – architectural drawings have been drawn up and submitted for 
planning permission!  Once approved we can confirm the purchase of the 
building and hopefully be enjoying Wildlife Wednesdays – and many other 
fun activities - in our dedicated outdoor learning space. 
 
However, we need to have a concrete base built with slabs on top to ensure a 

secure footing for the new building and therefore, if anyone knows of any reputable local companies 
that they can recommend to carry out this work for us – we would be most grateful if you could let Mrs 
Scott or Mrs Stones have their details please.  
 
Covid Update 
We are hearing of increases in Covid cases within the UK at this time and as we head towards the 
colder months of the year, it is right to be vigilant.  
 
Since March 2022 when the final Covid restrictions were lifted the UK Health and Security Agency 
(UKHSA) has advised that COVID-19 should be managed like other respiratory infections, such as flu. 
 
COVID-19 presents a low risk to children and young people. This, combined with high vaccination rates 
in the population, means there are no longer specific rules relating to COVID-19 in schools, colleges, 
childcare and other education settings. 
 
What happens if a staff member or my child tests positive for COVID-19? 
For children and young people aged 18 and under who test positive for COVID-19, the advice is to try 
to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for three days. This is because children and young 
people tend to be infectious to other people for less time than adults. 
 
Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result are advised to try to stay at home and avoid contact with 
other people for five days, which is when they are most infectious. 
 
Further advice and guidance is available below: 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/03/23/what-are-the-latest-rules-around-covid-19-in-schools-
colleges-nurseries-and-other-education-settings/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/03/23/what-are-the-latest-rules-around-covid-19-in-schools-colleges-nurseries-and-other-education-settings/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/03/23/what-are-the-latest-rules-around-covid-19-in-schools-colleges-nurseries-and-other-education-settings/


School Meals 
School meals are now being provided by a new company called Edwards and 
Ward.  They have introduced a new menu (below) and the children are certainly 
enjoying the different options – the portion sizes are much better too!  
 

 

 
 Chicken Paella           Roast chicken dinner  Pizza mac & cheese  
          with peas and carrots   with roast potatoes,    with rainbow veg  
      and apple & pear crumble cauliflower and carrots       and ice cream  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We will be holding our Harvest Festival service in church on 
Friday 13th October and would be delighted for friends and 
families to join us at 9.15am. 
 
As in previous years, we will be asking for donations to 
support the local foodbanks that are in need of the 
following items: breakfast cereals, soup, pasta, rice, pasta 
sauce, tinned beans, tinned meat, tinned vegetables, 
tinned fruit, tea or coffee, sugar, biscuits, snacks, tinned 
desserts, tinned fruit, jam, squash, UHT milk, carrier bags.   

If you could help with any of these items, please bring your donations into school between Monday 09th  
and Wednesday 11th October.  They will be blessed in church as part of our service and then delivered to 
the food bank that afternoon.  
 
It is a tradition to hold our Macmillan Coffee morning after the Harvest 
Festival and this year we look forward to welcoming you into the 
classrooms so you can share a cuppa and a slice of cake with the 
children and staff.   
 
The staff will provide all the refreshments and cakes/biscuits so please 
come and join us and help raise some money for this wonderful cause.  
 
 

 
We are pleased to offer the clubs, as detailed below, until October half 
term.  Each session will cost £4, will run until 4pm and will include a 
snack. 
 
Each night will have a theme however, if your child doesn’t like the 
theme please don’t worry as there will be other things for them to do. If 
you require care on a Friday Mrs Scott and/or Mrs Mayhew will cover this 

and will be an ‘All Sorts Club’. 
 
Please book your places with Mrs Stones in advance.   
 

 

 
 

Monday 
 

 

 
 

Tuesday 
 

 

Wednesday 
 

 

 
Thursday 

 

 

 
 

Friday 
 

 

 



Breakfast Club runs each morning starting at 8am and costs £4 per 
session.  If you know your requirements in advance please message Mrs 
Stones on Dojo to book in however, it is equally fine to simply turn up on 
the day.  In addition, if you require an occasional early start this too can 
be arranged with Mrs Stones. 
 
 

 
We have had a few complaints this week from local residents about the parking 
around school.  Please can we remind you that although parking is difficult, it 
should also be respectful of our neighbours and drivers trying to pass by.  
 
Can we ask that you don’t park in Kenderdine Close or let your children out of your 
cars outside school but rather park in Common Lane and walk up the road instead.   
  
 

This Week’s Thunk is ….. 
 
 

Can you have a friend that you don’t really like? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Scott’s Star Pupil Award 
 

George G for fabulous progress with his writing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Dojo Certificates 
 

Sparrows – Freddie and George 
 

Doves – Angelmay, Charlotte, Ethan,  

Hermione, Leo, Romeo, Sebastian 
 

Eagles – Lorcan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Friday 29th September – The Greatest Showman 
enrichment day (whole school) 
Friday 13th October – Harvest Festival at 9.15am 
Friday 13th October – Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Inset day – 22nd December 
Inset day – 09th February 
Inset day – 03rd June 
Inset day – 22nd July 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To help your messages get to the correct person, please 
refer to the list below: 
 

School dinners, After School Club, Appointments & 
Absences - Mrs Stones (Office) 
 

Learning or Behavioural Concerns - Class Teachers   
 

Special Educational Needs – Mrs Mayhew  
 

Breakfast Club - Mrs Stones  
 

Please feel free to contact us by telephone, email or Dojo 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Autumn Term 2023 

Inset Day: Monday 04th September 

Inset Day: Tuesday 05th September  

Term Starts: Wednesday 06th September  

Half Term: Monday 30th October - Friday 03rd November  

Term Ends: Thursday 21st December 

Inset Day: Friday 22nd December  

Holiday: Monday 25th December – Friday 05th January 

 

Spring Term 2024 

Term Starts: Monday 08th January  

Inset Day: 09th February  

Half Term: Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 

Term Ends: Friday 22nd March  

Holiday: Monday 25th March - Friday 05th April 

Easter Sunday: Sunday 31st March 

 

Summer Term 2024 

Term starts: Monday 08th April 

May Day: Monday 06th May 

Half term: Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 

Inset Day: Monday 03rd June 

Term ends: Friday 19th July 

Inset Day: Monday 22nd July  

Holiday: Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 30th August 

 

 


