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Newsletter – 11th November 2022 
 

This half-term’s value is Compassion 
 
Headteacher’s Message 
We have had a very interesting week which culminated with our remembrance event today. I hope 
you have all been able to buy a poppy from the amazing stand by the gate. We had a visit in school 
this week from the new CEO of SUAT. He was very impressed with the children's attitude to their work 
and how calm the classes were.  
 
R. Sutton 
Executive Head 
 
 

Prayer for the Week 
 

Dear Lord, 

We remember those who stood for love and truth, 

and thank you for the sacrifice they made for me and you. 

Thank you that we can enjoy peace and learn to love not fight, 

thank you that we can sing and play, and not be scared or hide. 

We pray for other countries where people live in fear, 

and there is war and fighting and many are in tears. 

Please help to make things better, and bring some peace to them. 

Protect all those who try and help to make friends again. 

 

Amen 

 

Blue Peter Trip – Years 3-6 
We have been informed that the date for the above trip has now been rearranged due to studio date 
moves and will now take place on Friday 03rd February instead. 
 
Advance Notice of Road Closure 
Common Lane will be closed from the junction with Richfield Lane to the junction with School Lane 
from 02nd to 13th January.   
 



Polite Notice 
Can we ask that you only send in sweets and treats with your children for their birthday please – thank 
you.  
 

Remembrance Service 
This morning we held our Remembrance Service which was as moving and 
poignant as ever when we not only remembered those who had fallen in war 
time but also loved ones we have lost too.  The children took part in readings, 
prayers and a minute’s silence and made us very proud with their respectful 
behaviour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Learning Topics 
 
The topic information for each class for this next half term is 
detailed below. 
 
 

Sparrows 
This half term we are exploring “Up the Chimney!” with the Sparrows focus on Bednall and Beyond. 
 
For English we are exploring the book by Mini Grey called “Traction Man”.  Whilst exploring the text our 
GPS journey will focus on Reception: Hearing sounds in sequence, Year 1: Noun phrases and Year 2: 
Expanded Noun phrases and our writing focus for fiction will be: To write a character description.   
Please continue to read as much as possible at home. 
 
In Maths, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to develop their Addition and Subtraction and ending the 
term on 2D and 3D shape knowledge with Reception looking further at shape, space and measure as 
well as recapping their number sense to 5.  Number facts will continue to be taught daily and these 
need to be practised at home.  We will also have a mental maths focus of ‘number bonds’.  What two 
numbers add to create this number?  E.g. _+_=5.   Reception will look at number bonds to 5, Year 1 
number bonds to 10 and Year 2 number bonds within 20/100.  We will continue to use our Rekenrek 
apparatus [abacus] to support us with this learning. 
 
Science: Animals including Humans: Identify animals, including humans, offspring and their basic needs 
for survival.  Identify parts of human body and its associated sense.  
 
History: Victorian Me!  Our school as a significant historical place in our locality- studying school then 
and now.  Children are invited to dress up as a Victorian on Wednesday 16th November and we will 
have a Victorian Schooling Exploration Day! 
 
RE: Incarnation: Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas?  



 
RSE: Safe relationships and Respecting ourselves and others. We will be using the NSPCC PANTS 
resources to explore when it is important to ask for permission. 
 
PE: Ball Skills and Fundamentals topics so it is important children have layers in case of any rain 
showers over the following weeks as we will be outdoors on the school playground.   
 
Music: we will be following rehearsing Christmas hymns and songs ready for our end of term 
performance. 
 
Following our fantastic DT project focussing on ‘Our Church’ we will next be focusing on Art and ‘Our 
School’ developing the knowledge and skills of observational drawing.  We will be inspired by the works 
of Vincent Van Gogh as well as British artist Stephen Wiltshire, known for his ability to draw a 
landscape from memory after seeing it just once! We will also attempt some observational drawing 
Victorian style using chalks and charcoal! 
 
Computing: Digital Painting.  How can we paint using computers? Focusing on line and shape we will 
explore creating our own digital artwork this term. 
 
Doves 
In English, we are reading the Charles Dickens classic - Oliver Twist!  We are learning to write expanded 
noun phrases, building up to writing a setting description of a Victorian London street scene.  
In Maths, both year groups will be completing their unit on addition and subtraction before moving on 
to multiplication and division. The Year 4s will spend an additional week learning how to measure 
area. Please keep practicing times tables as often as possible (the children are making great progress 
with them) and remember a daily average of 5 minutes on TT Rockstars or Numbots earns a prize! 
Our topic this half term is 'Up the Chimney' and in History, we will be focusing on the Victorian 
inventions that made us great. Over the coming weeks we will learn about the Industrial Revolution 
and some famous Victorian inventors, including Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell.  
For Science, we will be learning about electricity. We will learn about different appliances, construct 
simple series circuits and get to know the difference between a conductor and an insulator.   
During our D&T Sessions, the children will be designing and making the next great invention. Once they 
have researched, designed and made their product, they will bring it along to Mrs Mayhew’s Great 
Exhibition! 
 
In Music lessons, our focus will be on singing and preparing for out Christmas Nativity Service on the last 
day of term. Please see out newsletter in the upcoming weeks for more details! 
For RSE, we will be learning about safe relationships and the importance of respecting ourselves and 
others. 
 
In RE, we will be learning about the Holy Trinity. The children will learn how Christians show their beliefs  
about God the Trinity in baptism, through worship and in the way that they live. 
 
In our Computing lessons, we will be learning about Stop Motion Animation. We will begin by making 
our own flipbooks to understand the basic concept before using the iMotion app to create some of our 
own. 
 
For PE, we will be creating our own dance routines based around machines, trips and superpowers. We 
will be visiting the community centre every Tuesday afternoon - remember to come to school in your 
PE kits! 
 
We will be learning numbers to 30 in French and learning phrases to express our likes and dislikes. 
  
 
 



Eagles 
This half term we have a Victorian theme through some of our learning. 
 
In English we are looking at a book called The Wolves by Willoughby Chase written by Joan Aiken. This 
is being used in both our guided reading and English. For English we are focusing on two pieces of 
writing: 1) A character description 2) A non-chronological report and our grammar focuses are 
subordinate clauses and layout devices and colons/semi-colons for lists.  
 
In maths Y5 topics are multiplication and division and fractions. For Y6 we are finishing addition, 
subtractions, multiplication and division and beginning fractions. 
 
In science this half term, we are looking at classifying animals and how this is important in our society 
today. We are also going to look at the scientists who were vital in creating the systems we have in 
place today. 
 
For History, we are looking at pottery in our local area which is also linked to our art topic, where we 
are exploring Wedgwood v Clarice Cliff. 
 
In PE, we are expanding our hockey skills. For computing, we are looking at video production and in 
RE we are looking at incarnation in preparation of understanding the birth of Jesus. 
 
Finally, music has a Christmas theme and French topic is ‘This is France’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Award 
 

Sparrows – Alfie for great listening and completing all his work 
 

Doves – Devon for being a kind friend and helping the grown-ups 
 

Eagles – Lenny for excellent participation and effort in the Year 6  

sports morning at Walton High School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dojo Certificates 
 

Sparrows – Pixie and Hermione 
 

Doves – Charlie, Devon, Farah, Jack. 

 Jacob, Lucy, Seb 
 

Eagles – Bella, Hayden, Jace, Lauren, Lenny,  

Liam, Lydia, Murdock, Ollie, Phoebe, Ruby,  

Shay, Travis, Tommy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Attendance 
 
 

Sparrows – 89% 
 

Doves – 89% 
 

Eagles – 92.6%  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Important Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 16th November – Victorian Experience Day (Doves and Eagles) 
Friday 25th November – INSET day 
Thursday 01st December – Eagles trip to Gladstone Pottery Museum 
Tuesday 6th December – Christmas Meal 
Tuesday 6th December – Santa Dash and Festive Sports Afternoon 
Thursday 15th December – Pantomime Trip 
Friday 16th December – Festive Movie Morning 
Friday 16th December – Nativity Service 
Tuesday 3rd January – INSET DAY 
Thursday 12th January – Bikeability for Doves 
Wednesday 1st & Thursday 02nd February – Bikeability for Eagles 
12th-14th June – Kingswood Residential for Eagles 
Friday 23rd June – INSET day 
 
Class Dojo 
To help your messages get to the correct person, please refer to the list below: 
School dinners, After School Club, Appointments & Absences - Mrs Stones (Office) 
Learning or Behavioural Concerns - Class Teachers   
Special Educational Needs – Mrs Shale 
Breakfast Club - Please text or call Mrs Walton on 07858 597425 
 
Thank you for your support with this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Autumn Term 2022 

Inset Day: Monday 05th September 

Inset Day: Tuesday 06th September  

Term Starts: Wednesday 07th September  

Half Term: Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 

Inset Day: Friday 25th November 

Term Ends: Friday 16th December 

Holiday: Monday 19th December – Monday 02nd January 

 

 

Spring Term 2023 

Inset Day: Tuesday 3rd January 

Term Starts: Wednesday 04th January  

Half Term: Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February 

Term Ends: Friday 31st March  

Holiday: Monday 03rd – Friday 14th April 

Easter Sunday: Sunday 09th April 

 

Summer Term 2023 

Term starts: Monday 17th April 

May Day: Monday 1st May 

Half term: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 

Inset Day: 23rd June 

Term ends: Tuesday 25th July 

Holiday: Wednesday 26th July – Friday 01st September 

 

 


