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RE at All Saints
At All Saints CE Primary School, we believe that Religious Education has an important part to play in helping children make sense of themselves, other people and the world in which they live.
As a Church of England school, our Christian foundation is an important part of who we are. Our RE curriculum gives children the opportunity to understand Christianity in depth and to explore the Bible, Christian beliefs and the ways in which faith shapes people's lives. At the same time, we want our children to have a genuine understanding of other religions and worldviews. We want them to meet difference with curiosity rather than fear, and with respect rather than assumption.
Our children are naturally curious. RE gives them space to ask questions which do not always have straightforward answers. Why do people believe in God? Why do people pray? What does it mean to forgive someone? Why do people suffer? How should we care for the world? What does it mean to live a good life? We do not expect every child to reach the same conclusion. Instead, we want them to listen carefully, think deeply, ask thoughtful questions and develop the confidence to explain their own ideas.
This reflects our wider school vision of Love, Live & Learn. Through RE, children are encouraged to develop knowledge and understanding, but also to consider how beliefs and values affect the way people love, live and learn together.
We understand spirituality as relational awareness: our relationship with ourselves, with others, with the world and with God. RE provides many opportunities for children to reflect on these relationships and to consider questions of meaning, purpose, identity, belief and responsibility.
We want our children to leave All Saints knowing that religion is not simply something found in books. It is lived by real people in our community and around the world. They should understand that religious traditions contain diversity, that people within the same faith may hold different views, and that some people do not identify with a religious faith at all.
Above all, we want RE to help our children become the kind, respectful and responsible people described in our school vision, able to live well with others and to make a positive difference in their school, their community and the wider world.
The place of RE in our school
RE is an important part of the curriculum at All Saints. It contributes to children's knowledge and understanding, but also to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development that runs through school life.
Our current RE curriculum reflects our identity as a Church of England school with a distinctive Christian foundation while recognising that our school community includes families of all faiths and none. Christianity therefore has a central and sustained place in the curriculum, alongside meaningful learning about other religions and worldviews.
Our previous RE policy described RE as central to the school's Christian character and mission and placed spiritual development at the heart of the curriculum. We have retained that intention while making the current curriculum more explicit about the knowledge, concepts and questions children encounter.
What makes RE at All Saints distinctive
· Our Christian foundation is visible in the curriculum, particularly through sustained work on the Bible and the Christian 'Big Story'.
· Children revisit important ideas rather than meeting them once. Creation, God, Gospel, Incarnation and Salvation recur across the progression with increasing depth.
· Children learn about other religions as lived traditions, not as lists of facts. Islam, Judaism and Hindu Dharma are revisited over time and linked to real practices, festivals, communities and sources of authority.
· Non-religious worldviews are included where they help children explore important questions about how people live and what they consider important.
· Children are encouraged to ask their own questions, discuss different interpretations and explain their own thinking.
· RE is connected to our wider Personal Development work, including respect, responsibility, belonging, cultural understanding and making a positive contribution.
· RE provides space for reflection and spiritual development, while remaining distinct from collective worship.
Statutory and curriculum basis
RE is provided for all pupils in accordance with the statutory requirements that apply to religious education and with the agreed syllabus and curriculum arrangements adopted by the school.
All Saints follows the Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education and uses the current RE Today progression materials that underpin our long-term curriculum. The curriculum is organised so that pupils Explore, Engage and Reflect: building knowledge, encountering beliefs and practices thoughtfully, and considering what their learning means and what questions remain.
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from RE. The school will discuss any request with parents and follow the relevant statutory arrangements.
The journey through our RE curriculum
Our curriculum is deliberately cumulative. The progression documents show children building on earlier learning and being prepared for later learning. This is one of the strengths of the current sequence: children return to key ideas with greater depth rather than simply moving from one religion to another.
Early Years Foundation Stage
EYFS begins with themes that are close to young children's experience: special times, special places, special books, special people and special things. Children are encouraged to start from what they know and to notice that people attach different meanings to these things.
The six units include Creation and God, Christmas and Incarnation, Belonging, Easter and Salvation, Special places and Special Stories. Children encounter Christianity throughout, alongside Islam, Hindu Dharma and Judaism. For example, Unit 3 explores things that are special to Christians, Hindus and Muslims and introduces religious symbols and welcoming ceremonies; Unit 6 invites children to consider stories that are special to Christians, Jews and Muslims and why they matter to believers. This gives our youngest children a gentle beginning to religious literacy while also valuing their own experiences and questions.
Key Stage 1
KS1 moves from early thematic encounters towards more systematic study. In Cycle A, children explore Christian Creation and stewardship, Christmas and Incarnation, Judaism, Christian ideas about God, belonging to Christian and Jewish communities, and caring for the world and others.
In Cycle B, children deepen their understanding of the Gospel and Jesus, begin systematic study of Islam through beliefs about God, the Prophet, the Five Pillars and prayer, revisit Easter and then deepen their study of Islam. Unit 18 brings Christianity, Islam and Judaism together through the study of places of worship and their importance to local communities.
The progression is visible in the way later units deliberately refer back to earlier learning. For example, the KS1 Judaism unit builds on the children's first encounter with Jewish stories and lays foundations for later work on festivals, family life and Torah.
Key Stage 2
KS2 becomes increasingly theological, interpretive and reflective. Children are expected to work carefully with sources, consider different interpretations and make connections between belief and lived experience.
Lower KS2 includes Christianity through People of God, Trinity, Creation, Gospel, Pentecost and Salvation; Islam through Ibadah, prayer, fasting and the Five Pillars; Judaism through Shabbat and festivals including Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Pesach; Hindu Dharma; and thematic work involving religious and non-religious worldviews.
Upper KS2 develops this further. Children explore Christian beliefs about God, Islam in Britain today, why Torah is important to Jewish people, creation and science, freedom and justice, and similarities and differences between Christian and Humanist ideas about living well. The final units include deeper work on Jesus, Hindu Dharma, Salvation, the Kingdom of God and questions of belief and non-belief.
The curriculum therefore gives children a clear journey from early questions about what is special and why, towards more complex questions about authority, interpretation, identity, justice, meaning and how people choose to live.
Progression and Retrieval in RE
Our RE curriculum is designed so that children revisit important ideas and concepts over time rather than encountering them as isolated units. Knowledge is deliberately built across EYFS, KS1 and KS2, with children returning to familiar concepts in increasingly complex contexts. Teachers make links to previous learning and provide opportunities for children to recall, revisit and deepen their understanding. This is particularly important when developing children's understanding of the Christian Big Story, as well as their knowledge of other religious traditions and worldviews.
Christianity and the Bible
Christianity is the majority study within our RE curriculum because it is central to our identity as a Church of England school. Children encounter Christianity throughout every phase. The progression deliberately returns to the Christian 'Big Story'. The Christian Big Story and the Big Frieze. A key feature of our teaching about Christianity is helping children see how individual Bible stories and Christian beliefs fit together within the wider Christian story. Where appropriate, we use the Big Frieze to help children make these connections visually and to revisit important themes and concepts as their understanding develops. This supports children in seeing that Creation, the People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and the Kingdom of God are not isolated topics, but part of a much bigger story. As children move through the school, we want them to become increasingly confident in placing biblical events and Christian concepts within this wider story and in explaining why particular parts of the story matter to Christians. Creation and God are introduced in EYFS and revisited in KS1 and KS2. Incarnation is developed through Christmas and later work on Trinity and the Messiah. Gospel is revisited from KS1 through to Upper KS2. Salvation develops from Easter stories in EYFS and KS1 into increasingly thoughtful consideration of Good Friday, resurrection and what salvation means for Christians.
The curriculum also expects children to return to original texts. For example, the KS2 progression explicitly asks pupils to spend time with Old Testament texts and to consider the importance of returning to the original text for meaning rather than relying only on videos or children's retellings.
By Upper KS2, children encounter theological approaches to biblical texts and different Christian interpretations. The unit on Creation and Science asks children to explore Genesis 1 and consider whether different Christian interpretations are conflicting or complementary with what science says.
Other religions and worldviews
Our children encounter other religions repeatedly and progressively. This is important because we want them to understand people rather than simply learn labels.
Islam is introduced through thematic work in EYFS and KS1 before becoming a systematic focus. Children learn about God, Tawhid, Ibadah, the Prophet, prayer and the Five Pillars, and later explore Muslim life in Britain today and sources of authority such as the Qur'an.
Judaism is introduced through stories and special things before a systematic KS1 unit on Jewish ways of life, Torah and celebrations. In KS2 children revisit Shabbat and festivals and later consider why Torah is important to Jewish people, including the diversity of British Jewish communities.
Hindu Dharma begins in EYFS through belonging and special things, then develops in KS2 through Brahman, Atman, dharma, Puja, the mandir and Diwali. Children are encouraged to consider what it might mean to be Hindu in modern Britain today.
Non-religious worldviews are also part of the curriculum. Children encounter them in thematic work and later compare Christian and Humanist ideas about sources of authority, values and what it means to live well. They also consider why some people believe in God and some people do not.
Throughout this work, we avoid presenting a religion as if everyone within it thinks or lives in exactly the same way.

Diversity Within Religion and Worldviews
We recognise that religious traditions are lived by real people in different ways. Our teaching therefore avoids presenting religions and worldviews as fixed or uniform. Children encounter diversity within traditions and are encouraged to consider how beliefs may be expressed differently according to individual, family, cultural and community contexts. Where possible, we connect classroom learning with the lived experiences of people today, helping children understand that religious belief is not simply a collection of facts but can shape identity, relationships, choices, celebrations and everyday life.
Questions, discussion and reflection
Questioning is at the heart of our RE. The titles of our units deliberately invite children into questions: 'Why is the word God so important to Christians?', 'Who is Jewish and how do they live?', 'How and why do people try to make the world a better place?', 'What matters most to Humanists and Christians?' and 'Why do some people believe in God and some people not?'
We want children to become increasingly comfortable with questions that do not have one simple answer. They should learn to distinguish between describing what a tradition teaches and considering why a person might hold a particular belief.
Children's own questions matter. A good RE lesson should leave children with something to think about, discuss or investigate further.
Explore, Engage and Reflect
Explore – develop accurate knowledge and vocabulary and encounter beliefs, texts, practices and worldviews.
Engage – discuss, question, interpret, compare and make connections, considering what beliefs and practices mean for people.
Reflect – consider what has been learned, what it might mean and what questions remain.
This fits the way we want children to learn at All Saints. RE is not simply about remembering facts. Children need opportunities to think carefully about the significance of what they have learned.
Lived religion, diversity and real people
The progression documents repeatedly move from beliefs to lived reality. Children consider how Christians, Muslims, Jews, Hindus and people with non-religious worldviews live out their beliefs and values.
Examples include Muslim prayer and fasting, Jewish Shabbat and festivals, Hindu Puja at home and worship in the mandir, Christian worship and Easter practice, and ceremonies of commitment for both religious and non-religious people.
Upper KS2 explicitly includes Muslim life in Britain today and the diversity of British Jewish communities. This is important to us because children need to understand that religious people are not simply examples of a textbook tradition; they are individuals and communities with different experiences and interpretations.
RE and spirituality
Our wider school understanding of spirituality is relational awareness: our relationship with ourselves, with others, with the world and with God. RE naturally creates opportunities to explore these relationships.
Children may be invited to pause, wonder, reflect, question or consider how a belief or story connects with their own lives. This might happen through a Bible passage, a religious story, an artefact, a place of worship, a dilemma or a question about how people should live.
RE remains distinct from worship. Children are not expected to profess a belief. The purpose of RE is to learn about and engage thoughtfully with religion and worldviews.
RE and Personal Development
RE makes a particular contribution to our Personal Development curriculum because it gives children opportunities to encounter different beliefs, cultures and perspectives.
Our Personal Development approach at All Saints emphasises respect for different faiths and beliefs, cultural understanding, relationships, responsibility and contributing positively to society. RE provides a rich context in which these are explored through real questions and examples.
The connection is particularly clear in units such as 'How should we care for the world and for others, and why does it matter?', 'How and why do people try to make the world a better place?' and 'What matters most to Humanists and Christians?' Children are not simply told to be kind or respectful; they explore why different people give reasons for living in particular ways.
RE, Justice and Responsibility
RE provides opportunities for children to consider what it means to live responsibly with others and to care for the world around them. Through biblical teaching and the study of different religious and non-religious worldviews, children encounter ideas about justice, compassion, stewardship, service, responsibility, forgiveness and the treatment of others. Children are encouraged not simply to learn what different traditions teach, but to consider how beliefs and values influence the way people live and how they might respond to issues affecting their communities and the wider world.
Inclusion and belonging
Our RE curriculum is for every child. We warmly welcome children and families of all faiths and none.
Teachers adapt teaching so that pupils with SEND and other additional needs can access the same important ideas. This may include visual resources, pre-teaching vocabulary, practical experiences, structured questions, alternative recording methods and additional thinking time.
Religious and worldview questions can be personal. Children are never required to disclose a personal belief. We create a classroom culture where children can listen, disagree respectfully and change their minds as their understanding develops.
Teaching and learning
Teachers use storytelling, close work with texts, artefacts, discussion, questioning, drama, art, comparison, research, writing, debate and reflection. The approach is adapted to the age and needs of the class.
The progression documents encourage teachers to make explicit links between units. We therefore expect teachers to draw on prior learning rather than treating each unit as a separate topic.
We particularly value the use of original or carefully selected sources, accurate vocabulary and opportunities for children to explain their reasoning.
Assessment
Assessment in RE focuses on what pupils know, understand and can do. We assess religious knowledge and vocabulary alongside the ability to interpret, compare, reason, ask questions and reflect.
We do not assess children on whether they hold a particular belief. We assess their learning.
Evidence may come from discussion, questioning, written work, practical tasks, retrieval, end-of-unit activities and pupils' explanations. The subject leader uses work scrutiny and pupil discussion to consider whether knowledge and progression are being secured.

Assessment and Responding to Learning
Assessment in RE is used to identify what children know, understand and can apply, and to inform subsequent teaching. Teachers use questioning, discussion, written work, retrieval activities and other classroom evidence to identify misconceptions, gaps in knowledge and opportunities for deeper thinking. Assessment is considered alongside the progression of knowledge and concepts within our RE curriculum. Teachers use this information to adapt teaching, revisit important ideas and provide appropriate challenge and support so that pupils can make progress over time.
Monitoring and subject leadership
· keeping the curriculum and progression documentation under review;
· supporting colleagues with planning, subject knowledge and resources;
· monitoring coverage and progression;
· reviewing pupils' work and talking with pupils about their learning;
· identifying professional development needs;
· reviewing resources and the contribution of visits and visitors; and
· working with school leaders to identify realistic priorities for improvement.
· Monitoring is intended to improve RE rather than create unnecessary workload. Evidence is gathered through normal school practice, including planning review, work scrutiny, pupil voice and professional discussion.
Professional development
We recognise that teachers cannot be expected to know everything about every religion or worldview. Staff are encouraged to develop their subject knowledge and to use reliable sources and appropriate expertise.
Where specialist knowledge would strengthen a unit, the school will seek appropriate advice, resources or visitors. This is particularly important when teaching about traditions with which staff may have limited personal experience.
Visits and visitors
Visits to places of worship and visitors who can speak about their faith or worldview can help children understand that religion is lived by real people. These experiences are planned with a clear curriculum purpose and are appropriate to the age of the children.
The progression itself provides natural opportunities for such experiences, including places of worship, community life, festivals, lived religion and different sources of authority.
RE and Collective Worship
RE and Collective Worship are distinct but complementary aspects of the Christian life of our school. While RE provides structured opportunities for children to develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other religions and worldviews, Collective Worship provides space for children to encounter Christian stories, values and beliefs in a more reflective and participatory way. There are natural links between the two, with worship sometimes providing opportunities for children to revisit ideas explored through RE and RE helping children to understand the beliefs and traditions that underpin our worship. Through both, children are encouraged to ask questions, reflect on matters of meaning and purpose, consider how beliefs influence the way people live, and develop their own responses in a safe, inclusive and respectful environment. This reflects our approach to spirituality and our Christian vision of helping children to Love, Live and Learn and to live life in all its fullness.

	RE 
	Collective Worship
	Shared ground

	Curriculum subject
	Part of the spiritual life of the school
	Both contribute to children's understanding and development

	Children learn about Christianity, religions and worldviews
	Children are invited into reflection, prayer and worship
	Both may draw on Bible stories, Christian values and big questions

	Questioning and evaluation are central
	Worship is invitational and creates space for response
	Both can encourage reflection

	Children are assessed on their learning
	Participation in worship is not assessed
	Both should be inclusive and respectful


The Impact of RE on Our Children
We want RE to make a meaningful difference to the children of All Saints. Through RE, children develop religious literacy alongside the confidence to ask thoughtful questions, listen carefully to others and reflect on their own beliefs and values. As children move through the school, we expect their knowledge of Christianity and other religions and worldviews to become increasingly secure and connected. We want them to use appropriate religious vocabulary, make links between beliefs and practices, recognise diversity within religious traditions and explain how beliefs influence the lives of individuals and communities. RE also contributes to our wider aim of helping children to become kind, respectful and responsible members of society. We want children to leave All Saints better equipped to understand people whose beliefs and experiences may be different from their own, while having the confidence to think deeply about their own ideas and questions.
What we want children to leave All Saints knowing and being able to do
Through our RE curriculum, we want our children to grow in knowledge, understanding and wisdom, developing the confidence to ask big questions about life, faith and the world while learning to listen to, respect and value the beliefs and experiences of others. By the end of their All Saints journey, we aim for the children to:
· know the main Christian stories, beliefs and concepts that have been developed through our curriculum;
· understand how the Christian 'Big Story' helps connect different parts of the Bible and Christian belief;
· know about Judaism, Islam and Hindu Dharma and understand aspects of how these traditions are lived;
· understand that people within the same religion may hold different beliefs and practice their faith differently;
· know that people may hold religious or non-religious worldviews and be able to discuss these respectfully;
· use religious vocabulary accurately;
· ask thoughtful questions about faith, belief, meaning and how people live;
· interpret texts, symbols, practices and stories rather than simply describe them;
· explain how beliefs can influence people's choices and actions; and
· listen carefully to people whose beliefs and experiences are different from their own.
· Most importantly, we want children to leave All Saints with curiosity, respect and the confidence to think for themselves.
Review
This policy is reviewed annually by the school and RE subject leader and updated when curriculum, statutory or school arrangements change. It should be read alongside the Collective Worship Policy, Personal Development Curriculum and current RE progression documents.

All Saints CE Primary School • Religious Education Policy • 2026–2027
